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Asbury Theological Seminary 
Fall 2006, Wilmore, KY 
 
DRAFT – Subject to Change 
MI770 / MS675. Christian Mission & Global Culture 
 
Class: Tuesdays, 1pm – 3:45pm 
Instructor: Lalsangkima Pachuau 
Office: MC 310, Ph: (859) 858 2262 
 
DESCRIPTION 
  An examination of trends and currents that are shaping today’s emerging global 
culture and an exploration of the challenges and opportunities these provide for authentic 
Christian witness. Developments in science, technology, economics, philosophy, religion, 
and popular culture are examined for their worldview implications, and the positive and 
negative aspects of postmodernity are assessed. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1. To understand  
(a) current trends of, and issues surrounding globalization (of economy, politics, 
religion, culture, etc.) 
(b) the nature and characteristics of emerging global culture (or cultures) and 
worldviews 
2. To discern missiological implications of these currents 
3. To explore challenges and opportunities presented for thinking and doing mission by 
these currents. 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Barnett, Mike & Michael Pocock, eds. The Centrality of Christ in Contemporary Missions. 
Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2005. 
Friedman, Thomas L. The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New 
York: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2005, 2006. 
Rifkin, Jeremy. The Age of Access: The New Culture of Hypercapitalism Where All of Life is 
a Paid-For Experience. Tarcher/Putnam, 2000. 
Schreiter, Robert J, C.PP.S. The New Catholicity: Theology between the Global and the 
Local. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997. 
Snyder, Howard A. EarthCurrents: The Struggle for the World’s Soul. Abingdon, 1995. 
 
OTHER SUGGESTED READINGS & FOR REVIEWS 
Friedman, Thomas L. The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization. Rev. ed. 
Random House, 2000. 490 pp. 
Greider, William. One World, Ready or Not: The Manic Logic of Global Capitalism. 
Touchstone, 1997. 
Jardine, Murray. The Making and Unmaking of Technological Society: How Christianity Can 
Save Modernity from Itself. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2005. 
Johnson, Charles Neal. “God’s Mission to, within, and through the Marketplace: Toward a 
Marketplace Missiology,” Ph.D. Dissertation, Fuller Theological Seminary. Ann 
Arbor, MI: UMI Dissertation Service, 2004. 
Lobo, Lancy. Globalisation, Hindu Nationalism and Christians in India. Jaipur and New 
Delhi: Rawat Publications, 2002. 
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Lundy, David. We are the World: Globalisation and the Changing Face of Missions. Carlisle 
(UK): OM Publishing, 1999. 
Moe-Lobeda, Cynthia D. Healing a Broken World: Globalization and God. Fortress, 2002. 
Postman, Neil. Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology. Vintage, 1993. 
Reed, Charles, ed., Development Matters: Christian Perspectives on Globalization. London: 
Church House Publishing, 2001. 
Sine, Tom. Mustard Seed versus McWorld: Reinventing Life and Faith for the Future. Baker, 
1999. 249 pp. 
Sobrino, Jon and Felix Wilfred, eds. Globalization and Its Victims. Concilium 2001/5, 
London: SCM Press, 2001. 
Stackhouse, Max L. and Pater Paris, eds. God and Globalization, Vol. 1, Religion and the 
powers of the common life. Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 2000. 
Stackhouse, Max L. and Don S. Browning, eds. God and Globalization, Vol. 2, The Spirit 
and the Modern Authorities. Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 2001. 
Stackhouse, Max L. and Diane B. Obenchain, eds. God and Globalization, Vol. 3, Christ and 
the Dominions of Civilization. Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 2002. 
 Taylor, William D. ed. Global Missiology for the 21
st
 Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Academics, 2000. 
Tiplady, Richard, ed. One World or Many?: The Impact of Globalisation on Mission. 
Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2003. 
 
STRUCTURE AND EXPECTATION OF THE COURSE 
The course, intended to be for a small-group (preferably less than ten, and not more than 
15), is designed to combine a seminar-type class and a lecture-type class. Students are 
expected to be well-prepared for each class by reading weekly assigned readings and be 
ready for discussions. As a seminar class, the success of the course depends largely on the 
active participation of all. The discussion will combine topical lectures, review presentations, 
the assigned reading for the class, and thoughts and reports drawn from current events 
relating to the topic of the class. 
 
There will be two papers (one minor, one major) to write and to present (and lead 
discussion) one of the papers (either the review paper or a summary of the research paper) 
in the class.  
1. A critical and analytical review of one relevant book (to be selected by the candidate and 
approved by the instructor, see suggested books). Students are to do library research 
immediately (on or before the second week), select a book, and have it approved by the 
professor, who will assign a date for its presentation. If a book is too long, a portion or 
portions will be selected from the book. This paper should be about five pages (4-6) and to 
be submitted on the next class-day after its presentation (i.e., a week from its presentation). 
 
2. The second paper will be a major research paper based on an in-depth research work. 
Choose a topic that especially interests you and that will make a contribution to your 
missiological preparation. Parameters: 
a. Decide on a topic in consultation with the professor and/or the class. 
b. Any topic is acceptable so long as it (1) relates to a significant global cultural trend 
and 2) focuses on a specific issue in Christian mission (whether evangelism, 
church planting, discipleship, compassion or justice ministries, urban mission, 
leadership training, etc.). 
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c. Turn in a 1 or 2–page project proposal on or before Oct. 3. The proposal should 
state briefly the rationale for the project, the proposed methodology, and the 
major resources you expect to use. 
The research paper will serve as a final paper and the paper is due December 5, 2006 but 
may be submitted earlier. This paper should be in the range of 20–25 pages, approximately. 
 
 
EVALUATION 
 There will be no final exam. Grading will be based on the major course components, as 
follows:  
   Class participation, including input from readings:  20% 
   Book review, including oral presentation    30% 
   Research Paper:         50% 
              100% 
 
COURSE GRADING: 
 
The unit of credit is a semester hour, which is defined as one hour of classroom work per 
week for one semester, or its equivalent.  The 4.00 point system is used to compute grade 
point standing.  The grading system is: 
A 4.00 Exceptional work: surpassing, markedly outstanding  
 achievement of course objectives. 
 
B 3.00 Good work: strong, significant achievement of course objectives. 
 
C 2.00 Acceptable work: basic, essential achievement of course objectives. 
D 1.00 Marginal work: inadequate, minimal achievement of course objectives. 
 
F 0 Unacceptable work: failure to achieve course objectives. 
 
 
INCOMPLETE WORK: 
 
The official end of each term is 4:00 p.m. on the last day of the examination schedule.  This 
hour is the deadline for handing in all course work.  Each instructor may set an earlier 
deadline for submission of any or all course work.  The student must petition the faculty 
person involved and the student’s advisor for permission to receive an “I” at the end of the 
semester. 
 
A grade of “I” denotes that the work of a course has not been completed due to an 
unavoidable emergency, which does not include delinquency or attending to church work or 
other employment.  If the work of a course is incomplete at the end of a term without an 
emergency, a letter grade will be given based on the grades of work done, with incomplete 
work counted as “F.” 
 
Incomplete grades shall be removed one calendar month prior to the close of the following 
semester unless an earlier date is designated by the Office of the Chief Academic Officer 
on the individual petition.  If the work is not completed by the time designated, the “I” shall 
be changed to an “F” unless a passing grade can be given based on work already 
completed or unless special permission is granted by the Chief Academic Officer.   
 
Professors are required to give either a grade or an “I,” if approved, to each student 
registered for credit in a course.  Students with Incompletes in two or more classes will not 
be allowed to enroll in a new semester or term without permission from their Dean.   
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SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING 
  
SEPT. 5 – Introduction to, and Overview of the Course 
 
 Readings:  Snyder, 21-45 
     Schreiter, 1-27. 
  
SEPT. 12 – The Accelerated Globalizing World Today- from 11/9 to 9/11 to the 
Present  
 
 Readings: Friedman, 3-49.  
     Rifkin, 3–29 
  
SEPT. 19 – Science and Technology and the Global Communication 
Superhighway  
 
 Readings: Friedman, 50-150 
     Snyder, 88-115 
 
 
SEPT. 26  – Globalization of Market Economy (democratic capitalism) 
 
 Readings: Friedman, 150 – 200, 234 - 275 
     Snyder, 46-63 
     Rifkin, 30-95 
  
 Review Report:  
 
 
OCT. 3  – Global Environment in Crisis? Issues Surrounding Global 
Environment 
 Readings: Snyder, 64–87 
     Friedman, 101–42 
     Rifkin, 96–133 
 
 Review Report: on Global Environment 
 
 
OCT. 10 – Trends in Global Cultural Exchanges 
1. The Emergent Capitalist “Third Culture”: Convergence, 
Integration or Homogenization 
 
 Readings: Snyder, 116–50 
     Rifkin, 137-185 
     Schreiter, 46-61 
 
Review Report on Jonathan Friedman’s Cultural Identity & Global 
Processes (or related one) 
 
OCT. 17 –  Trends in Global Cultural Exchanges 
 2. The Resurgence of Fundamentalism and Culture/Ethnic Clashes 
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 Readings:  Pachuau (Hand-out) 
     Rifkin, 218 – 266. 
      
 Review Report on Part 1 & 2 of O’Meara et al. eds. Globalization…: A 
Reader. 
 
OCT. 24 Global Worldviews 
 
 Readings:  Snyder, 152–212 
      
 
OCT. 31 – Postmodernity as a Missional Context 
 Readings: Snyder, 213–46 
     Rifkin, 186 – 217. 
  
NOV. 7 – Christian Responses to Global Trends 
 Anti-Globalists’ (or Skeptics’) Missiology 
 
 Readings:  Wickeri, in IRM 93 (April 04): 182-198. 
     Rieger, in Mission Studies 21/2 (2004): 210-227.  
 
 Review Report:  Sobrino and Wilfred, eds. Globalization and Its 
Victims. 
 
NOV. 14 – Christian Responses to Global Trends 
 Engaging and Utilizing Globalization in and for Mission 
 
 Readings: J. Ingleby, “Globalisation, Glocalisation…” 
Transformation 23/1 (January 2006): 49-53. 
 
     Netland’s in Barnett & Pocock, 121-161 
 
 Review Report:  
 
NOV.  21 – [READING WEEK – NO CLASS] 
 
NOV. 28 – A Theology of Global mission: Interculturality and Reconciliation 
 
 Readings: Pachuau (hand-out) 
     Schreiter, 116-133 
 
DEC. 5 - FINAL PAPER DUE 
 A Theology of Global mission: The Postmodern Jesus, the 
Universal Christ. 
 
 Readings: Snyder, 231–306 (esp. 231-246, 291-306) 
         Larkin’s in Barnett & Pocock, 101-117. 
 
 
